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BECOME A SILVER CHALICE CHURCH 
Statistically, over half of total members in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are over 65 years
of age. How might our churches here in the West Area create projects and ministries that support and
nurture the physical and spiritual lives of older adults? How might we support those who care for older
adults in our congregations? How might we advocate for justice concerns that impact the older adults
in our community--like elder abuse, increasing healthcare costs, and impacts from agism? How might
your church intentionally create opportunities for intergenerational ministries that include older
adults? Could your church be invigorated by this sort of ministry?

At the 2025 General Assembly, those assembled voted to approve a resolution to form the Silver
Chalice Ministry. “The purpose of the Silver Chalice Ministry is to encourage, support, and celebrate
congregations, DOC offices, assemblies and organizations who have a strong desire to live out their
Christian faith by caring for, assisting, and utilizing the gifts and wisdom of older adults.” 

Like the Green Chalice program, Silver Chalice invites the church to assess and celebrate what they are
currently doing in ministry with seniors, and it also challenges the church to identify new ways of
expanding their ministry within the church and in their local community. Here are some ideas they
share for starting or improving programs for older adults in your church: 

Make large-print Bibles, bulletins and hymnals available.
Provide a way for those with diminished hearing to hear what is being said in worship.
Start a Bible study addressing the concerns of older adults.
Spend time celebrating the longevity of members of the congregation or institution.
Provide a support group for those who have recently faced loss.
Provide a support group for care givers.
Provide meditations, prayers and devotions geared for older adults.

If your church is interested in becoming a designated Silver Chalice congregation, see the Silver
Chalice program overview and documents in the links below:

https://www.nbacares.org/programs/older-adult-ministry/resources/

Webinar introducing the resolution and the General Assembly
resolution document that was approved:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4KxN7-NXhs and
https://cdn.ga.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/16194316/GA-
2512-4.6.2025-11.00pm-Silver-Chalicefinal.pdf 

Other resources full of more ideas from the Mid-America region: 
https://www.mid-americadisciples.org/older-adult-ministries

https://www.nbacares.org/programs/older-adult-ministry/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4KxN7-NXhs
https://cdn.ga.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/16194316/GA-2512-4.6.2025-11.00pm-Silver-Chalicefinal.pdf
https://cdn.ga.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/16194316/GA-2512-4.6.2025-11.00pm-Silver-Chalicefinal.pdf
https://www.mid-americadisciples.org/older-adult-ministries


BODY 
BUILDING

Does your church have sufficient clearly
marked parking spots for people with

disabilities? Are there marked and
accessible “companion care” or family

restrooms so that caregivers can assist loved
ones? Do you have needed ramps and wide
enough access so persons in wheelchairs or

other mobility equipment can navigate
throughout the entire building?

GRANTS FOR
YOUNG ADULTS
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Through NBA’s Young Adult Leadership
Development program area, we seek to co-
create spaces with and for young adults 18-30
to flourish in life and service. NBA’s YALD
grants are specifically designed to support
current and future leaders in identifying their
leadership qualities, building leadership
capacity, and allowing young adults to
explore new possibilities in the areas of
service and justice. NBA offers two types of
grants for young adults: Development and
Exploration/Ingenuity. The grant requests
may be up to $1,000 to support Disciples
young adults in education and leadership, and
the application closes August 6, 2025. 

https://www.nbacares.org/programs/grant-
programs/young-adult-leadership-
development-grants/

https://www.nbacares.org/programs/grant-programs/young-adult-leadership-development-grants/
https://www.nbacares.org/programs/grant-programs/young-adult-leadership-development-grants/
https://www.nbacares.org/programs/grant-programs/young-adult-leadership-development-grants/


HIGH SCHOOLERS, APPLY TO THE
WEST AREA YOUTH COUNCIL

Do you have some great student leaders in your
church? The West Area Youth Council (WAYC) is
seeking high school students who are active in their
churches and have gifts for leadership to help plan
and lead youth events for 2025-26. Candidates must
be willing to attend organizational meetings either
virtually or in person. The application deadline is
August 4. An informational flyer and application
may be found on the WAYC webpage. Help us
spread the word about this unique opportunity. 

Questions? Contact Rachel at (270) 821-1332.

https://www.westareadisciples.org/youth-
ministries-wayc/
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CAMP NEWS

This spring the KBY Advisory Team
approved a 10 percent discount to Disciples
of Christ churches who reserve Camp Kum-
Ba-Ya for a “day use’ reservation! Day use
includes use of the pavilion, bathhouses,
worship areas, small group meeting rooms,
hiking trails, recreation areas, waterfront,
dock, canoes, kayaks, and the 75-seat dining
hall meeting room with TV, projector and
screen. Schedule your church group’s
discounted day retreat, meeting, fellowship
event, or special worship gathering today!

http://www.campkumbaya.org/reservations/

DISCIPLES CHURCHES GET 10% OFF OF DAY USE 

YOUTH NEWS

https://www.westareadisciples.org/youth-ministries-wayc/
https://www.westareadisciples.org/youth-ministries-wayc/
http://www.campkumbaya.org/reservations/
http://www.ccinky.net/ymyac/
http://www.ccinky.net/ymyac/
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DISCIPLES WOMEN’S NEWS

October 24-26
Barren River State Resort Park, Glasgow
Featuring speaker Rev. Dr. Denise Bell.
Make room reservations now by calling 1-270-646-2151.
Use group code 4947. Registration is due October 12, and
lodging arrangements must be made by September 26.

November 14-16
Knobs Haven, Loretto
Facilitated by Bonnia Fouts. Registration is due October
31, and the retreat is limited to 16 participants.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE FALL RETREATS

K E N T U C K Y  W O M E N ’ S  F A L L  R E T R E A T

K E N T U C K Y  W O M E N ’ S  S I L E N T  R E T R E A T

DISCIPLES MEN’S NEWS
SAVE THE DATE AND REGISTER FOR THE 
2026 REGIONAL MEN'S CHORAL RETREAT

http://www.ccinky.net/disciples-women/

March 13-15, 2026
Christmount Christian Assembly
Black Mountain, N.C.
The Disciples Women of the Southeast
Regional Fellowship (SERF) will gather for
a retreat around the theme, “You Are
Enough.” Keynoter Rev. Dr. Marcia
Whitney Mount Shoop will explore the
theme inspired by the focus scripture 2
Corinthians 9:8. The SERF is a geographic
cluster including Alabama-Northwest
Florida, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and
Virginia regions.

The 2026 Regional Men’s Choral Retreat will take place
January 23-25, 2026 at Glasgow First Christian Church.
Registration is $65 – lodging and apparel not included.
We will be singing at Sunday morning worship at
Glasgow First Christian.

To learn more and register, visit
www.ccinky.net/disciples-men/.

Questions? Contact Rick Jouett at RHJOUETT@aol.com. 

https://aw58lun6.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ORsV6TpwNmMMD0Mg4OFILJwGE1YVFWG28gs0IjNo6ogQEhzhaUe2sJ2CnodCs7tmG69zZcXeVU6sezw6EnI-76avjNm_lmhNc0Pj57-fGwM1oMWTFJ_Xwr6RJShwd7knVVyJwThRLaYfe8iV8s4ClnicoK7j5_C_rfFL8UmPPTXP8Q8Hgs_0mg==&c=qVToA7lZAgisuKQFKXfJaeheCvr1l52SwFPRVnYanz0BvDLiXVJBug==&ch=ATiFKOXfHoe7nzPh7dk8fS4BUXGsR4FJa6uTvkh7QDTwd22jnAJCOg==
mailto:RHJOUETT@aol.com


Thursday, August 7, 10-11 a.m. Central 
Facilitated by Rev. Marie Weaver. To receive the
Zoom link, contact Marie at
craftywriter000@gmail.com

FOR CLERGY CAREGIVERS

Are you a minster who is also a regular
caregiver for a family member or friend?

Pray the West Area Prayer Chain with us. 

August 3         First Christian Church, Nortonville
August 10       First Christian Church, Owensboro
August 17        First Christian Church, Paducah
August 24       Pembroke Christian Church
August 31        Christian Care Communities of  
                                Owensboro

PRAYER CHAIN

AUGUST MINISTERS MEETINGS

Tuesday, August 12, at 10 a.m. Central at
Madisonville First Christian (1030 College Dr.)
and on Zoom. (Check your email for Zoom
link.)
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CLERGY NEWS
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Thursday, August 14, at 7 p.m. Central on
Zoom. (Check your email for Zoom link.)  

B I - V O C A T I O N A L / P A R T - T I M E  

Tuesday, August 26, at noon Central at Paducah
First Christian (415 Audubon Dr.) and on Zoom.
(Check your email for Zoom link.)
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BOUNDARIES TRAININGS FOR
CLERGY STANDING
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Thursday, August 21, at 10:30 a.m. Central on
Zoom. (Check your email for Zoom link.) 

To renew your ministerial standing for 2026,
please head to www.ccinky.net/ministerial-
standing-form/ and complete the short form
by the August 11 deadline

STANDING FORM ONLINE

Healthy Boundaries Trainings are now also
being offered in shorter-form webinars! Take
this 1.5 hour module to count toward 25% of the
total required training for ministerial standing.

Boundaries Module: Ethics from the Pulpit –
Thursday, August 21, via Zoom 1-2:30 p.m.
Eastern, 12-1:30 p.m. Central 
Pastors are given great responsibility and trust
when preaching. It can be tempting for the
pastor to use the pulpit to speak to their
thoughts and feelings on certain issues, and we
know there are pastors who use the pulpit to
exert their authority over the congregation.
This training will help pastors address their
preaching in a healthy and faithful way--as well
as in an honest way as technology makes it
easier for pastors to borrow work and words
from elsewhere.

Social Media Boundaries Webinar – Tuesday,
October 14, 2025 from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Eastern/6:00pm-7:30 p.m. Central  
Cost: $15 
Join Rev. Josh Snyder and Rev. Chloe Specht
for a boundaries training about social-media
ethics. In this training, you’ll explore how to
create and maintain professional boundaries
around your personal social-media presence as
well as your church’s social-media presence.

http://www.ccinky.net/boundaries-training/

http://www.ccinky.net/ministerial-standing-form/
http://www.ccinky.net/ministerial-standing-form/
http://www.ccinky.net/boundaries-training/
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CCK-West Area or Camp Kum-Ba-Ya
P.O. Box 1332
Madisonville, Kentucky 42431

To receive the newsletter by email monthly, send your 
name and email to teri.westarea@gmail.com

270-821-1332
teri.westarea@gmail.com (Teri Arp)
westareaminister@gmail.com (Rachel Nance Woehler)
campkby.westarea@gmail.com (Becca Teckenbrock)

Help support our West Area ministries!

http://www.westareadisciples.org/give/

Our deep gratitude to the churches who have
supported the West Area’s ministries in the
first six months of 2025:

Benton First Christian Church
Berea Christian Church
Cadiz Christian Church

Crofton Christian Church
Glasgow First Christian Church

Henderson First Christian Church
Hopkinsville First Christian Church

Liberty Christian Church
Madisonville First Christian Church

Millbrooke Christian Church
Owensboro First Christian Church

Paducah First Christian Church
Providence First Christian Church

Sebree First Christian Church
Sinking Fork Christian Church

Russellville First Christian Church

THANK YOU 
FOR GIVING!

Learn to Live offers webinars each month to help
clergy focus on your mental wellness. The webinars
are free for all Pension Fund members who are
active clergy and their family members age 13 and
older. Find the webinar that is right for you on
Pension Fund’s events page.
 https://pensionfund.org/learn/resources/events?
start=2025-01-15&end=2025-1231&category=learn-
to-live-webinars

WELLNESS FOR
CLERGY FAMILIES

The Disciples of Christ
Historical Society is pleased to
announce the launch of a new
website and archival collections
catalog. Check it out!

https://discipleshistory.org/

DCHS WEBSITE 

mailto:teri.westarea@gmail.com
http://www.westareadisciples.org/give/
https://pensionfund.org/learn/resources/events?start=2025-01-15&end=2025-12-31&category=learn-to-live-webinars
https://pensionfund.org/learn/resources/events?start=2025-01-15&end=2025-12-31&category=learn-to-live-webinars
https://pensionfund.org/learn/resources/events?start=2025-01-15&end=2025-12-31&category=learn-to-live-webinars
https://discipleshistory.org/





